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Editor’s Notes
Hi everyone,

The clocks have just changed and so we prepare 
for the darker nights, autumn, winter and dare I say 
it Christmas!!

This edition has details of the Christmas events 
in the village and churches and I do hope you are 
able to join the community at some of them.

I know there have been a variety of workshops 
running in the village for both children and adults. 
Unfortunately, I have not been able to make them but I hope that you 
have enjoyed them. Please let me know your thoughts as I would love 
to hear more about them!

The issue with flies and rights of way were both on the parish council 
agenda at the last meeting. I have contacted environmental health 
about the flies and have popped some details in later in this edition 
about reporting it ready for next year if necessary! 

Rights of way are still on the agenda and the councillors have agreed 
to review them ensuring that they are correctly maintained and 
signed and keep people to the correct paths. This will take some 
time and perhaps some volunteers as I am not a great map reader, 
so please let me know if you are interested in helping to gather 
information, highlighting the maps and areas that need attention.

As a parish we do receive a number of comments about parking 
issues around the village. This is, however, not a matter that falls 
under our responsibility, but the council thought it worth highlighting. 
Whilst anyone is free to park on the public highway we would ask 
that people do take care not to block peoples access and more 
importantly park safely. It is great, for example,  that the village hall is 
in greater use and appreciate that people are limited with transport 
options particularly on the dark nights. This does present problems 
with increased traffic and cars. The parish council ask that people 
please park considerately and that everyone treats each other with 
respect and courtesy when dealing with these matters.



Do You Need A Lift To Stokesley? To The Shops?

The Community Bus now comes to Seamer on Friday at 
approximately 10.10 am and returns at 12.00 noon. Contact 
Community Care to book a place on 01642 710085.

Mobile Post Office

The mobile post office van 
comes to the village on 
Tuesdays from 10:25 to 
10:55am, parking on the 
low green near the post 
box. It offers a full range of 
services and greetings cards, 
newspapers, magazines and sweets can also be purchased.

Last month a CPR/First Aid workshop was held in the village hall. It was 
funded by the Community Fund and free to all members of Seamer 
Parish. Whilst it was disappointing that the attendance was very low 
it was a really useful and informative evening. The village currently 
has 2 defibrillators, and the session gave a full demonstration of how 
to use them as well how to perform CPR effectively. We also learnt 
about choking and how to help both adults and children.

These events are the sort of thing the Community Fund can support 
and if there is indication from villagers that they would attend if 
another one was put on in the Spring it will be organised. Please let 
me know.

Allison
Allison Routledge: 			   Faye Aspinall: 
allison.grapevine@gmail.com	 faye.aspinall80@outlook.com



	  

St Peter & St Paul, Stokesley and St Martin’s, Seamer

We do hope you can join us at our Church Services and events over 
this special time. 

All are at Stokesley Church unless specified.

NOVEMBER

Sat 1st Nov	 9.30 – 11.30 am  Coffee & cakes/Children’s Craft.	   
Sun 2nd Nov	 9.30am Family Service followed by a quiet communion.  
		  7pm – In Memory Service - a time to remember those 
		  people who were special in our lives but are no longer 	
		  with us.
Sun 9th Nov	 10am – Remembrance Sunday 
Sat 22nd Nov	 10am – 4pm -Autumn Fare - this is in church this year.
Sun 23rd Nov	 6pm - Evensong
Sun 30th Nov	 4pm - Christingle Service

DECEMBER

Fri 5th Dec	 7pm. Preview of the Christmas Tree Festival
		  Tickets £5 to include wine and canapes available from 
		  Sue Wardle - 07909901240 or suewdl5555aol.com
Sat 6th Dec     	9.30 – 11. 30am   Coffee & Cakes/Children’s Craft
Sun 7th Dec	 9.30am Advent Family Service followed by quiet Holy 
		  Communion.
Sun 14th Dec	 9.30am Holy Communion
		  6pm - Service of Lessons and Carols.
Mon 15th Dec	 7pm – Carols around the Tree on West Green
Thu 18th Dec	 7pm Blue Christmas.
                            	 A service of reflection and contemplation, a sanctuary 	
		  for those who find Christmas difficult.
Sat 24th Dec	 5pm -  Crib Service and Carols

Church News & Services



	  

		  11.30pm Midnight Holy Communion
Sun 25th Dec	 9.15am Holy Communion at St Martin’s Seamer
		  10.45am Holy Communion and family service

Please note there will be no coffee and Cakes in church on Saturday 
3rd January 2026.
 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

Stokesley Church will be open Saturday 6th December until 2pm  
also Sunday 7th – Friday 13th December and Sunday 14th December 
from 10am – 2pm so that trees can be viewed lit up. Trees will then 
remain in church until after the Christmas period.

Any Seamer organisations or businesses who would like to 
provide and decorate a tree (up to 5ft) in the festival are very 
welcome. Please contact Sue Wardle at suewdl5555@aol.com or 
07909901240.

Methodist Church

02/11/2025 at 10.30 am Led by Ron Kirk
09/11/2025 at 10.30 am Remembrance Service at the Memorial Hall 
16/11/2025 at 10.30 am led by Rev Rob Weir
23/11/2025 at 10.30 am led by Peter Jackson
30/11/2025 at 10.30 am led by Ron Kirk
07/12/2025 at 4.00 pm Switching on of Christmas Tree lights
14/12/2025 at 10.30 am awaiting details
21/12/2025 at 10.30 am awaiting details – probably a carol service
28/12/2025 at 10.30 am awaiting details

CHRISTMAS CAROL SINGING

Once again, we hope to continue the tradition of singing carols 
door to door in Seamer and in Newby. At the moment we anticipate 
singing in Seamer on Saturday Dec 20th and Sunday 21st and at 
Newby on 22nd Dec. Commencement will be from the Methodist 



	  

Church in Seamer and at the Village Hall in Newby. All are welcome 
to join us. Wrap up well – it’s great fun.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

During this year the Memorial Hall celebrated its centenary. It is 
most fitting that the Community Remembrance Service is held 
there. The service will be held on Sunday 9th November at 10.30 am 
and will be led by Rev Graham peacock. This is a golden opportunity 
for the community to give thanks not only for those who gave their 
lives in two world wars but also those who continue to serve their 
country seeking to bring security and peace throughout the world. 
Cash offerings on the day will be donated to the Poppy Appeal.

GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS

Are you one of those people who prepares early for Christmas. A 
member of my family proudly boasted that he had completed all 
his Christmas present and card purchases by the 20th October. I, 
unfortunately, generally leave matters a little later. I do, however, 
have to admit that I have both applied for and received the Licence 
permit for the above Christmas Carol Singing!
I do sometimes wonder if we spend such a lot of time preparing for 
Christmas that we concentrate on the commerciality of Christmas 
and miss the real significance of the celebration. Buying presents, 
sending cards, parties and family get togethers are all great fun 
and are part of our tradition for this time of the year. Hopefully, we 
will also find time to contemplate the ‘meaning of the season’. We 
celebrate the birth of a child that changed the world. All Churches 
have services over this season, and all are welcome.
Enjoy the preparation but also celebrate the 
significance of the day.

TIME FOR A SMILE

What is Father Christmas’s phone number?
0 0 0



Flies!
I know that this year, once again, 
many residents have had problems 
with an infestation of flies.  Whilst we 
live in the countryside and expect 
some flies, this is not something we 
should have to put up with. One of the residents in fact reported 
it to the local MP earlier this year.  I also did this in 2020. At that 
time environmental health were involved and they classed it as a 
“statutory nuisance affecting the use and enjoyment of properties”.

They did visit a number of farms and some householders kept 
statistics, along with samples of the flies they collected . Due to the 
often infrequent nature of the issue, it can be difficult to establish 
the origin of the issue, but if we act quickly and in numbers when 
it does occur it will be easier for them to hone into the source and 
perhaps take some action.

I have spoken to environmental health recently and they said 
“If residents are being affected by flies in their homes and this is 
happening on a regular basis, so as to cause material interference 
with use of their property, then please log a complaint with 
the Environmental Protection team using the email address 
regsupport@northyorks.gov.uk.  Please provide your name, full 
address and contact details and any information pertaining to 
the source of the problem and a case will be logged and an officer 
assigned to investigate the matter. “

They also confirm that each individual household has to report the 
matter (due to data protection issues?) and that we, as a parish, 
cannot simply report it. I will post a reminder in the spring next year 
so that we can try and get to the bottom of any issues quickly when 
they occur next year.

Allison

	  



Thank you to everyone who has generously knitted and 
crocheted poppies for the displays around the parish for 
Remembrance Day.  Also, to those ladies who joined 
me on Wednesday afternoons to sew them on to 
netting so that we could display them outside 
the Village Hall and the Methodist Church and to 
those residents who helped me to do so. 

I have also made poppies from the bottom of 
plastic drinks bottles by painting them red with a 
black centre and attaching them to a garden cane to stick into the 
ground. These have been displayed around the parish.  Again, thank 
you to everyone who donated the bottles. 

I hope that you appreciate our efforts.  This is my first year to do this 
and hope that in future years with your help more displays can be 
achieved.

Chritine Baptist   07563 218372

Parish Bereavements
Sadly since our last edition we have lost a former resident who 
would be known to many of you.

In July - Terry Ratcliffe  of The Green

We extend our condolences to his family and friends.

We would like to make this section for all announcements for 
families in the parish – eg births, weddings, anniversaries and 
deaths.  If you have an announcement you would like to be 
included, please contact Christine Cooper at chris_cooper1@
hotmail.com or on 01642 701733.

Poppies for Remembrance Day



Oil Club
Order dates, 1st week in November, January, 
March, May, September.

Delivery approximately 3rd week in the month.

They can also organise boiler servicing and tank replacement 
discounts for you. 

If you need oil before then then call us we may still be able to 
order at a discount.

Contacts:  David Ward 01642 710333 or Gordon Reed 01642 
711495.

WANTED
Tombola Prizes for our Children’s Workshops on 13th December! 

Please leave at the Village Hall or 21, The Green.

Village 
Flower Tubs
Now that the tubs have been 
replenished with the winter 
flowers can we please ask that 
residents continue to look after 
them during the winter. The peat 
free compost doesn’t retain 
water as much so it it important that they still get watered regularly 
please. Can you also look out for weeds and dead heads.



Pop In
Is held in the village hall on Mondays during school terms from 10am 
to noon.  Come along and meet up with friends and neighbours for 
tea/coffee and home made scones.  Cost £2. Everyone welcome.

Now & Then
Magazines are available to collect from the village hall when open 
(see hall timetable).

Play and Stay
Held in the village hall, Thursdays 10 – 11.30am, for all pre-school 
children and their parents/grandparents/carers. Cost £2 per child. 
For more information contact allison at: allison.grapevine@gmail.
com

Bridge Group
Held in the village hall on Thursdays from 1.30 to 3.30pm. It costs 
£2.50 per session and includes refreshments.  Contact Yvonne on 
01642 710804.

Pilates Class
This group now meets on Tuesdays for two sessions 6 -7pm and 
7-8pm in the village hall. You can either pay as you go at the class 
which is £7, or book online via the website at:  
https://gymcatch.Com/app/provider/1491/events.  
Please let me know if you would like to join in, just so I know 
numbers, and please bring your own mat. Any questions? Contact 
Rachel Chapman email - thehealthtoolkit@outlook.com or 
message on 07946 324080

Table Tennis
Held in the village hall on Wednesdays from 7 – 9pm.  Cost £2 a 
session.  Contact Christine Baptist on 07563 218372.

Carpet Bowls
Held in the village hall on Tuesdays 10am – noon. Cost - £2 per 
session. Come along and join us for a very informal game of carpet 
bowls, it’s gentle exercise, a good laugh with a tea/coffee break.
Contact Christine on 01642 701733 

Village Hall News & Events



Book Club
Again we have enjoyed our group get togethers these last few 
months... We have read 
- Death in the Dordogne by Martin Walker 
- Love Untold by Ruth Jones
- The Life Impossible  by Matt Haig
- Mothers of Fate by Lynne Hugo

Book club continues to meet monthly on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month in the Village Hall at 8.30 pm and we take turns to bring 
refreshments and choose the next book. Next dates
- November 25 th .
- January 27th.
- February 24th

Village Hall Book Swap
Do you have any books that you have read and no longer want. 
Would you like to donate them to the village hall book swap for 
other residents to read and enjoy? They can be left at the hall when 
it is open for activities (see hall timetable).

Monday	 Pop-In			 
		  10 - 12 am

Tuesday	 Carpet Bowls		  Pilates Classes
		  10-12am		  6-7pm and 7-8pm 

					     Hall Committee meeting 7.30pm 	
					     (1st Tues every second month) 

					     Seamer Parish Council 7.00pm 	
					     (3rd Tues every second month) 	
					   
					     Book Club 8.30 pm
					     (4th Tuesday)

Wednesday				    Table Tennis
					     7-9pm

Thursday	 Play and Stay		
		  10 - 11.30 am
		  Bridge Group
		  1.30 to 3.30pm
				  



August winners (122 members)

1st	 £20	 74	 Jan Hall, Tanton Close
2nd	 £15	 9	 Trevor Bollands, Leconfield  
3rd	 £12	 34	 Neil Bayliss, Stainton Road
4th    	 £8      	 71   	 Mike Walton, Stainton Road
5th    	 £6   	 139   	 Andrew Branch, Manor Garth

September winners (122 members)

1st   	  £20      79   	 Linda Sayers, Brackenhill Walk
2nd   	 £15   	 146   	 Janet Bainbridge, The Green
3rd    	 £12   	 105   	 Maria Mavin, Coulby Newham
4th    	 £8   	 130   	 David Swales, off Hilton Road
5th    	 £6   	 166   	 Lucy Kettleborough, Croft Hills

October winners (122 members)

1st    	 £20    	 122   	 Alan Marshall, Tame Bridge
2nd   	 £15        1   	 Jenny Williams, Hilton Road
3rd    	 £12   	 100   	 Ann Hill, Croft Hills
4th    	 £8     	 13   	 Jim Ashley, Stokesley
5th    	 £6      	 54   	 Kathy Mark, Tame Bridge

For those members who joined in November to January last year, 
this means that you are due to join again. I will contact you be 
email, phone or call and see you. If you are not at home, I will leave a 
letter with details of how to contact me.

To help me to remind you when your renewal fees are due, could 
you please let me have your e-mail address or telephone number. 
This is easier than me coming to see you.

If you have recently moved here and would like to become a 
member or to rejoin, it costs £12 a year per number and each month 
half the monthly money is given out as prize money and the other 
half goes to the village hall funds.

Seamer Village
Hall 100+ Club



I look forward to hearing from you.

Christine Cooper    chris_cooper1@hotmail.com      01642 701733

Items To Recycle
Plastic Milk Bottle Tops

You can leave your bottle tops – from the plastic cartons of fresh 
milk – washed please, at the village hall when it is open for activities 
or take them direct to Rea Funeral Services in Stokesley and place 
them in the box outside.

Used stamps

Please save your used postage stamps 
to donate to charity. I pass them onto 
Victoria Turton who comes to Book Club in 
the village hall. 

All you need to do is cut the stamp from 
the envelope leaving a 1cm border, take 
them to the village hall and add them to 
the new collection box on the book case 
to the right of the main door.

Thank you all for the Postage Stamps that you leave in the Village 
Hall. We have another full box! Please bring all your Christmas 
stamps as they go to a great cause.

Blister Strips

These are how most medications come these days. I used to collect 
and send them on to Superdrug. This was stopped last year.
I see that The Discovery Centre (library) in Great Ayton are 
collecting them now if anyone wants to leave them there.

Thank you - Ann Thomas











Saturday 13th December
2-4pm

Sunday 7th Dec
4pm



Sunday 7th Dec
4pm
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